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Centre of the Eight in Moscow, had agreed upon a con-
stitutional monarchy as the most desirable form of govern-
ment for Russia, and the discussion of candidates for the
throne was even in progress, Miliukov favouring the Grand
Duke Michael Alexandrovich, while Hoffmann preferred
the Grand Duke Paul.1

But the pace of history was swifter than the pace of
intrigue. In the West it was realized even by Ludendorff
that a crushing defeat of the Entente in the field was now
impossible. More and more troops were withdrawn from
Hoffmann to fill the gaps which the fearful carnage of the
Kaiserschlacht had wrought in Germany's man-power. No
longer could Ludendorff threaten Russia with the might of
a conqueror; the time had come for retrenchment in
military adventures, and the inability of Germany to assert
herself even diplomatically was to be shown with startling
suddenness.

Since the conference of the Moscow Soviet and the
Central Executive Committee on May 14, when Lenin had
won his hard-fought victory, the internal situation of the
Soviet Republic had rapidly deteriorated. The opponents
of the Bolsheviks, defeated in their attempt to persuade
the Council of Commissars to change their foreign policy,
resorted to their old revolutionary tactics and went under-
ground. The Cadets and the parties of the bourgeoisie
were already in secret negotiation with the Germans. The
Social Revolutionaries of the Right, on May 26, agreed to
ask the Allies for assistance in combating both German
penetration and Bolshevik oppression. The Mensheviks
declared themselves in favour of armed opposition to the
Soviet dictatorship, but were against inviting foreign
intervention of whatever nature. The Left Social Revolu-
tionaries decided to force the hand of the Council of Com-

1 Ludendorff, ii. 658, and The General Staff and its Problems, ii. 571-
575 ; Hoffmann, ii. 228-229 ; Bunyan, pp. 177-179 ; Denikin, Ocherki
russkri smuty (Berlin, 1924-1926), iii. 82-83.